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Ms . Jeanne Moore 
FAX NO. 202-347-2315 


24 September 1993 


Dear Ms . Moore , 

I asked Admiral La Eccque to recount to me hia association 
with Secretary McNamara. The attached reminiscence reflects that/ 

relationship. ' 


I would add that itwaa Gene La Ro cgue's independent spir 
and determination to -facts -noC-pollt icaxl Y -.correct 

'positions , concerning._the.-8Atuati,_Qn_ih_Vi.etnam—that— led-to his 

early retirement after a career on the fast track. The same 
spirit 1 ed - him to found theCenter f orDe f ens e Information and 
assume the role of responsible critic of defense programs and 
policies from 1972 until the present. 


Sincerely/ 


Eug^de jTk arroll , 

Rear-Admiral , DSN (Rat 
Director 


EJC : elh 
Attachment 


Gene R. U Rocqoe 
R tar Admiral. USN (Ret.) 
Prraktett 


EaftM J. Carrofli Jr. 
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret.) 


Jinn Aa Doognn 

Colonel, USMC (Ref.) 
AiMckn Director 


JainM T. Bosh 
Captain. USN (Ret.) 
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Sometime in 1967, Paul Nitze the Secretary of the Navy 
called me to his office and said that after a conversation with 
Secretary McNamara tha t he, Paul Nit 2 e wanted me to form a group 
of about 10 Admirals and a Marine General to assess the situation 
in Vietnam nd recommend possible military options for the U.S. 

Nitze made it clear that he and Mr. McNamara were not 
interested in events which had already transpired as they were 
well aware of those events. Rather he directed the group to 
focus on an appraisal of the situation as it existed in 1967 and 

the options open to the U.S. 

Pursuant to the Navy Secretary's instructions, I formed a 
group of 10 Admirals and o ne M ar ine Brigadier General and set to 
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work. During our visit to Vietnam, we hold discussions with 


Generals Westmoreland 




Cushman and with Admirals and 


their staffs at sea. We questioned officers at all levels, 

troo ps in the field and as well as officers and men aboard the 
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ships at sea off Vietnam and the Riverene portals. 

For about six months the group evaluated a se ries of options 
including building a wall on the northern and western boundaries 
of South Vietnam, mining the harbors, massive air attacks, and 


destroying the flow of traffic on the Red River. JThes#uand. other 
options examined were evaluated as insufficient to achieve a 
military victory . 
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** co*3oyj iy xoi. ** 


One additional option which called f or th e dispatchin g of 
U.s. troops to North Vietnam wou ld^ by Marino Corps estimates, 
have ro.quir.o.d „an_jiddit-ion- of— at-loast-5P.0^P00 more U.s. troop* in 
the aroa. Our group determined that this might wall provolco an 
int«J3ention-.by™China-JLnto_N9X.fefe__Vi*tnam. At the conclusion of 


my presentation of our appraisal of these and other options to 


Secretary Nitre and Secretary McNamara in my office in the 
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Pe ntag on, Secretary Mc Nama ra commented, --"this'isthe kind of 


i nformation I need .” As he departed, Secretary McNamara directed 
that many of our charts bo carried directly to hie office. 

The appraisal my group provided-de.mpn.strated that a military 


victory in vi e tnam ^was high ly u nlilcely and it was our intent to 
report this formally to the Secretary of the Navy, the Secrotary 
of Defense and senior officials in the Pentagon. The informal 
nature of our group, the absence of an official directive to 
establish the group and the existing political situation 
involving the White House prevented dissemination of the results 
of the group's appraisal. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations 


Admiral H. Rivero personally and forcefully made it clear to me 
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that distribution of the report would be detrimental to the U.S. 
pro secution of the war and my future in the Navy. His adamant 
opposition blocked subsequent distribution of the report. 


It was my good fort un«^to~be asaigned a locker next to 
Secretary McNamara at the athletic center in the Pentagon. As a 
result, I saw more of Mr. McNamara than most others in the 
Pentagon and always admired his deep personal commitment to his 
duties as secretary or Detense during a very difficult period. 
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